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death on August 23 of William Arthur Massick, an American negro, 
32 years of age, married, protestant, laborer. This is probably 
"William H. Messick, an American colored sailor, who left an Ameri- 
can vessel here in 1886, or at least who said he did. I have been 
informed unofficially that he died of smallpox, and that he leaves a 
colored widow here who has probably taken charge of his effects, if 
they have not been burned by the municipal authorities. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

W. Stanley Hollis, 

United States Consul. 
Hon. Assistant Seobetaby of State. 

austbia. 

Plague in Vienna. 

[Cablegram.] 

Vienna, November 2, 1898. 
Plague infection to emigrants improbable. Six cases — all hospital 
attendants ; 3 deaths. 

Hubst, 
United States Consul- General. 
State Department, Washington, D. C. 

BRAZIL. 

Sanitary reports from Bio de Janeiro. 

Eio De Janeiro, September 7, 1898. 
Sib : I have the honor to transmit to you the official report for the 
week ended August 26. There were 232 deaths from all causes, a 
decrease of 2, as compared with the foregoing week; 7 deaths from 
accesso pernicioso, an increase of 1; 7 deaths from yellow fever, a 
decrease of 4 ; 1 death from beriberi, a decrease of 1, and 50 deaths 
from tuberculosis, an increase of 2. 

The general state of health in Eio de Janeiro is satisfactory. The 
total number of deaths has been reduced, and, with the exception of 
yellow fever, no infectious disease threatens the population. There 
nave occurred from time to time cases of smallpox and diphtheria, but 
up to the present time these diseases have not spread. As I said in one 
of my last reports, yellow fever continues and will probably continue 
till the summer season. The disease is now observed only in sporadic 
cases and for some time has caused about 1 death daily, which is very 
unusual for this month. The weather, which is also very uncommon, 
may be accountable for this condition. We have cool nights and 
really very hot days. During the night, the temperature is 14-16° 
Celsius, and during the day it rises to 25-28° and more. From time to 
time we have a little rainfall, but very far from a sufficient quantity for 
cleaning streets and soil. Such meteorological conditions seem very 
conducive to the maintenance of the yellow fever germ. 

During all this year the state of health in the harbor has been extra- 
ordinarily good. From yellow fever there occurred as follows : 



1257 



November i, 1898 



Cases and deaths from yeUow fever. 



Month. 



Yellow fever In the 
port. 



Cases. 



Deaths. 



Deaths 
from yel- 
low fever 
on shore. 



1898. 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 



17 
95 



174 
87 
66 



Beside yellow fever there occurred in the shipping during the months 
from March 1 to the end of July, 2 cases of accesso pernicioso, of which 
1 was fatal, 4 cases of smallpox, which were cured, and 1 fatal case of a 
malarial infection. 

I must not omit to state that recently two Norwegian ships, named 
Odd and Lobelia, both proceeding from Rangoon, arrived at this port 
in a deplorable condition. During the voyage beriberi appeared on 
board of both ships and caused some deaths. The authorities took 
charge of these ships. 

Since last report the following-named ships have been iuspected and 
received bills of health from this office: September 2, bark Maria 
Emilia, Portuguese, for Brunswick. September 3, steamship Cyela, 
British, for St. Lucia; steamship Severn, British, for Baltimore; barken- 
tine Arthur C. Wade, American, for St. Lucia. September 6, steam- 
ship Hevelius, Belgian, for New York*; steamship Lucina, British, for 
Philadelphia ; schooner Ferreira, Portuguese, for New Orleans. 
Respectfully, yours, W. Havelbtjrg, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. S. S. 

Leprosy in Brazil. 

Rio be Janeiro, September 15, 1898. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit to you the official report for the 
week ended September 2 : There were 258 deaths from all causes, an 
increase of 26 as compared with the foregoing week ; 7 deaths from 
accesso pernicioso, the same as before ; 6 deaths from yellow fever, a 
decrease of 1 ; 2 deaths from smallpox and 1 death from measles, none 
before; 2 deaths from beriberi, an increase of 1, and 65 deaths from 
tuberculosis, an increase of 15. 

* * * * * * * 

Leprosy, as a chronic infectious disease, deserves great consideration 
in Brazil. Probably that disease was imported to Brazil between 1644- 
1697 by the Portuguese. In proof of this supposition I will point to 
the communications of the physician and scientific traveler, Piso, who 
accompanied the celebrated explorer of Brazil, Count John Maurice, of 
Nassau, during the years 1637-1644. That scientist writes in his work, 
published at Leyden, 1658: "Lepra autem et scabies incognitae sunt," 
and in another place : " Inter vitia cutanea nondum ulli medicorum, ex 
quo detecta fuit haec America pars, scabiem, lepram, elephantiasim 
observasse contigit, sicut in iEgypto aliisque fervidioribus regionibus 
grassare testatum est ab autoribus." 

On the other hand, in the year of 1697 there were already so many 
lepers in Brazil that the governor, Arthur de Sa Menezes, asked the 



